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THE HEART OF AGRICULTURE

FARMING’S
NEW DAWN

Farmers get a glimpse of

@® New Agriculture Bill unveiled
@® Lengthy transition planned

By Abi Kay

ENGLISH farmers are to be given
seven years to adapt to a number of
radical post-Brexit policies
outlined in the Agriculture Bill.

The long-awaited legislation,
which will bring about change
on a scale unseen for almost
50 years, sets out a plan to create
an ‘agricultural transition’ period
from 2021-2027, although future
Governments will have the option
to extend it if necessary.

This lengthy transition has been
granted to give farmers time to
adjust to a different way of working,
but the Government has been clear
itis not intended to delay change,
as direct payments will be phased
out by the time it ends.

Replacing them will be an
Environmental Land Management
Scheme which pays farmers for
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providing public goods, such as
water quality and flood mitigation.
The legislation also gives farm-
ers a unique opportunity to take
several years’ worth of farm pay-
ments in a lump sum, even if they
are no longer working the land.

Future
Defra Secretary Michael Gove said:
“Theintroduction of the Agriculture
Bill is an historic moment, as we
leave the EU and move towards a
brighter future for farming. This Bill
will allow us to reward farmers who
protect our environment.”
However, Mr Gove admitted
to industry leaders a different
approach to future farming
policy would be needed in the
event of a ‘no deal’ Brexit.
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